2014 Election Questionnaire

Capital Region Municipal Amalgamation Society (Amalgamation Yes)
http://www.amalgamationyes.ca
TO EACH CANDIDATE  STANDING FOR ELECTION TO PUBLIC OFFICE IN ONE OF THE 13 MUNICIPALITIES OF THE CAPITAL REGION DISTRICT  IN NOVEMBER, 2014.  Please complete and return to amalgamateyes@gmail.com within two weeks of receipt.    Responses will be posted on the http://www.amalgamationyes.ca website. 

Candidate name:  Zeb King

Candidate for:  Councillor

Municipality:  Central Saanich 
1. Are you in favour of the principle of reducing the number of municipalities in the Capital Region through amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain.
Yes, if it can be demonstrated that the public desires a reduction. Central Saanich is unique in that Tsartlip and Tsawout (native and non-native) are voting members of Central Saanich due to the unique "letters patent" that created Central Saanich. The other two Peninsula reserves are not voting members in their municipality. In 2008 Central Saanich elected as Councillor the first ever resident of both Tsartlip and Central Saanich, Adam Olsen, which was due to the uniqueness of this municipality and which could be lost.  I'm also supportive of saving taxpayers money while maintaining services. I respect the Central Saanich ballot question which asks voters if they support seeking a cost/benefit analysis. I'd like to compare Robert Bish's analysis with any contrary reports and I remain open minded. 
2. Do you believe that residents should have the opportunity to state an opinion on the subject of amalgamation through a non-binding referendum question on the municipal ballot? Yes or no.  Please explain.
Yes. I support and respect council's decision to place a non-binding referendum question before voters in Central Saanich for the 2014 election.
3. If elected in your municipality, would you support the initiation of studies to determine the feasibility, costs and possible benefits of amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain.
Yes. I'm a supporter of gathering evidence and support the 2014 referendum question. I remain open minded and I'm listening. I welcome the public to contact me directly and to visit my website at www.zebking.ca and I support gathering evidence before jumping to conclusions.   
4. One suggested model for restructuring the region consists of three municipalities:

· Peninsula (Sidney, North Saanich, Central Saanich)  

· Core (Victoria, Saanich, Oak Bay, Esquimalt, View Royal) 

· Westshore (Colwood, Langford, Metchosin, Highlands, Sooke).   

In your view, does this proposed structure have merit?  Yes or no.  Do you propose a different model?  Please explain.
No. Getting rid of Central Saanich would mean losing the "letters patent" that created Central Saanich and includes Tsawout and Tsartlip voters, meaning it would remove their right to vote unless the new "letters patent" specifically included Tsawout and Tsartlip which would raise the question of the other peninsula reserves being included for the first time. I'm against removing the right of people to vote. I could support a peninsula merger if it did not remove anyone's current rights to vote, if it were supported by a significant majority of the community and if the cost benefit analysis proved clear economic, social and environmental benefits. 
5. Do you agree that the merging of critical services such as policing, fire fighting and 9-1-1 emergency response would provide more effective and efficient public safety for the residents of Greater Victoria?  Yes or no.  Please explain.
Yes, integration of services and in some cases outright merging may be more effective and efficient. I respect the will of the electorate in determining whether a cost/benefit analysis should be conducted to provide for rational and evidenced based decision making. 
6. In your view, what are the biggest obstacles to restructuring the 13 municipalities into fewer governance units?  
One obstacle to amalgamating Central Saanich will be the afforementioned need to ensure the right to vote remains for all Central Saanich residents, others will be the wish for Central Saanich residents to prevent the ubanization of rural and agricultural lands and Central Saanich concerns that costs and taxes will increase as a result of amalgamation.
7. Do you believe that the Capital Region District Board has been effective in dealing with regional service issues, such as waste water treatment (sewage), composting kitchen waste, regional growth, transportation and transit planning, etc.  Yes or no.  Please explain.
Yes on many issues. Apart from the Victoria area sewage issue and some of the early decisions of CRD Directors relating to the kitchen scraps policy, there are still programs and facilities that are efficiently run by the CRD. I'm glad that the directors maintained the ban on applying risky sewage sludge to farmland for example. The peninsula waste water facility is well run as is the water supply commission. The well run operations actually outnumber the mistakes made. That said, scrutiny is healthy and is why I remain a proponent of public participation and oversight.   
8. What would you do to improve regional governance in Greater Victoria?
I'd focus on increasing public participation and citizen engagement to improve regional governance. Opening the doors of the CRD while providing greater scrutiny and democratic reform has the potential to put the power back into the hands of citizens and taxpayers. A comprehensive plan to enhance citizen participation is needed. 
