2014 Election Questionnaire

Capital Region Municipal Amalgamation Society (Amalgamation Yes)
http://www.amalgamationyes.ca
TO EACH CANDIDATE  STANDING FOR ELECTION TO PUBLIC OFFICE IN ONE OF THE 13 MUNICIPALITIES OF THE CAPITAL REGION DISTRICT  IN NOVEMBER, 2014.  Please complete and return to amalgamateyes@gmail.com by November 2, 2014    Responses will be posted on the http://www.amalgamationyes.ca website. 

Candidate name:  ROBIN STANBRIDGE

Candidate for:  MAYOR

Municipality:  COLWOOD
1. Are you in favour of the principle of reducing the number of municipalities in the Capital Region through amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain.
I can see the attraction of amalgamating services and jurisdictions, but I also lived in downtown Toronto, so I see the pitfalls too. It is not possible to amalgamate a direct democracy with a representative democracy. I far prefer 13 direct democracies harmonising and eliminating inefficiencies by means of collective intelligence. Nobody wants 1 municipality run by pork barrel politicians.
2. Do you believe that residents should have the opportunity to state an opinion on the subject of amalgamation through a non-binding referendum question on the municipal ballot? Yes or no.  Please explain.
Yes and No, rather, such a referendum must be binding and academically informed and discussed in superb detail and well defined and elegantly designed, and upon voting, ascend in law. "Non-binding", "opinion"? Opinions are a form of ignorance. We need to step up our game on this planet if we want to remain a relevant society
3. If elected in your municipality, would you support the initiation of studies to determine the feasibility, costs and possible benefits of amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain
Yes, provided we have established a direct democracy, we will be happy to discuss and consider the details of amalgamating with any jurisdiction that votes in favour of establishing a direct democracy.
4. One suggested model for restructuring the region consists of three municipalities:

· Peninsula (Sidney, North Saanich, Central Saanich)  

· Core (Victoria, Saanich, Oak Bay, Esquimalt, View Royal) 

· Westshore (Colwood, Langford, Metchosin, Highlands, Sooke).   

In your view, does this proposed structure have merit?  Yes or no.  Do you propose a different model?  Please explain.
No. Representative democracy has long outlived its benefits. No arrangement of borders can rectify the fact that civilisation is way too advanced for a handful of insufficiently educated people to direct and coordinate. The sewage issue is a stunningly obvious example of this fact.
5. Do you agree that the merging of critical services such as policing, fire fighting and 9-1-1 emergency response would provide more effective and efficient public safety for the residents of Greater Victoria?  Yes or no.  Please explain.
      Yes, Of course, but I believe that the integration of emergency response into our smartphones through a city-wide wifi system is the only way to actually become resilient communities. In the event of any problems from major earthquakes to micro-terrorism, creating an interconnected resilient community is far superior to waiting for a "professional" or a relative to drive through snarled streets to dig you out of the rubble.
6. In your view, what are the biggest obstacles to restructuring the 13 municipalities into fewer governance units?  
Politicians... Pork barrel politics... You have heard the phrase "rearranging the deckchairs on the titanic"?
7. Do you believe that the Capital Region District Board has been effective in dealing with regional service issues, such as waste water treatment (sewage), composting kitchen waste, regional growth, transportation and transit planning, etc.  Yes or no.  Please explain.
This is an excellent example of the inherent absurdity of representative democracy. These democratically elected representatives in effect have used tens of millions of dollars to become educated on sewage, and still fail to comprehend the problems well enough to identify a great 'solution'. For the price of their de facto municipal representative sewage tuition, we could have done thousands of things to make our communities more liveable. Check out my suggestion at "zero sewage discharge initiative" on Facebook. I offered to debate Stantec over the sewage matters, since the incumbent mayor won't debate me.
8. What would you do to improve regional governance in Greater Victoria?
Establish a direct democracy, whereby individuals are accountable for the wisdom of their decisions, and those that make a mess, can fix it or pay for the cost of fixing it as calculated through their property tax. There should be a tax on stupidity and selfishness; and it should be levied in exact proportion to the cost of restoration of the damage it does. Politics is like a monster truck rally where a bunch of half-cut maniacs run over the rest of us and destroy our collective future; we need a political system that is more like our automobile insurance and road enforcement, a political system where everyone has a license plate, and they don't flippantly crash into one another because they are accountable for the outcome if they do, a system where people of all sorts - old grannies, young teenagers etc - actually manage to harmonise hundreds of thousands of pieces of heavy machinery without being harmed every day. If politicians were as accountable for their political decisions as they are for their driving, we wouldn't have these idiotic messes, but because they are utterly unaccountable, nothing will change. The ideal civic structure is one person, one vote; one vote, among others that voted being a percentage of the risk inherent if the solution fails. And that risk forces voters to do due diligence to avoid foreseeable problems. Which is why I say, "give them an online university library!" Free access to all knowledge on earth, and anyone interested in particular problems will find elegant solutions and we will Thrive, Innovate, Prosper, and transform our idiotic civilisation into a world leading co-creative economy. And everyone who engages with this pattern of deliberative accountable democracy, comes away smarter and smarter, every single time.
