2014 Election Questionnaire

Capital Region Municipal Amalgamation Society (Amalgamation Yes)
http://www.amalgamationyes.ca
TO EACH CANDIDATE  STANDING FOR ELECTION TO PUBLIC OFFICE IN ONE OF THE 13 MUNICIPALITIES OF THE CAPITAL REGION DISTRICT  IN NOVEMBER, 2014.  Please complete and return to amalgamateyes@gmail.com within two weeks of receipt.    Responses will be posted on the http://www.amalgamationyes.ca website. 

Candidate name:  Peter Wainwright__________________________

Candidate for:  (mayor or councillor)_Councillor_____________________

Municipality:  Sidney_________________________________________
1. Are you in favour of the principle of reducing the number of municipalities in the Capital Region through amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain.

Yes. In principle this sounds desirable, however, the devil is in the details. I would want to see a thorough and credible study of the pros and cons before I made a decision.

2. Do you believe that residents should have the opportunity to state an opinion on the subject of amalgamation through a non-binding referendum question on the municipal ballot? Yes or no.  Please explain.

Yes. If the majority of people in Sidney have no interest in amalgamation then there is no point in spending effort and dollars on a study.

3. If elected in your municipality, would you support the initiation of studies to determine the feasibility, costs and possible benefits of amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain.

Yes. I believe the first step is to look at opportunities for shared services. For example, Sidney and North Saanich already share many services, e.g. RCMP, library, rec centre, emergency preparedness. Where there are opportunities to benefit from shared services, it makes sense to pursue these regardless of amalgamation. Before looking at amalgamation all 3 Peninsula municipalities would have to be willing to be serious about considering the possibility. Otherwise, we have several other priorities where effort could be better directed.

4. One suggested model for restructuring the region consists of three municipalities:

· Peninsula (Sidney, North Saanich, Central Saanich)  

· Core (Victoria, Saanich, Oak Bay, Esquimalt, View Royal) 

· Westshore (Colwood, Langford, Metchosin, Highlands, Sooke).   

In your view, does this proposed structure have merit?  Yes or no.  Do you propose a different model?  Please explain.

The proposed structure for the Peninsula looks reasonable. I won’t comment on the rest of the CRD. The Peninsula municipalities have a history of working together and make a logical unit.

5. Do you agree that the merging of critical services such as policing, fire fighting and 9-1-1 emergency response would provide more effective and efficient public safety for the residents of Greater Victoria?  Yes or no.  Please explain.

No. Fire fighting is a matter of local response capability and appropriate response times. This means there has to be distributed equipment and personnel. The fire departments already support each other through mutual response agreements. It is not obvious that merging them would be more effective or efficient. 

6. In your view, what are the biggest obstacles to restructuring the 13 municipalities into fewer governance units?  

Each of our communities has a distinct culture; some significantly different than others, e.g. Metchosin vs. Langford. Residents will want assurance that they will not lose their culture and sense of community.

7. Do you believe that the Capital Region District Board has been effective in dealing with regional service issues, such as waste water treatment (sewage), composting kitchen waste, regional growth, transportation and transit planning, etc.  Yes or no.  Please explain.

Yes and No. The Peninsula has an effective CRD sewage treatment facility which is now almost paid off. The CRD regional water supply is doing well. CRD parks and trails appear to be doing well. The core municipalities are having some obvious trouble developing their sewage treatment plan. There are ongoing problems with composting kitchen waste but it seems this problem is due to the lack of facilities in the region rather than the CRD board. 

8. What would you do to improve regional governance in Greater Victoria?

I don’t have any new suggestions to offer.
