2014 Election Questionnaire

Capital Region Municipal Amalgamation Society (Amalgamation Yes)
http://www.amalgamationyes.ca
TO EACH CANDIDATE  STANDING FOR ELECTION TO PUBLIC OFFICE IN ONE OF THE 13 MUNICIPALITIES OF THE CAPITAL REGION DISTRICT  IN NOVEMBER, 2014.  Please complete and return to amalgamateyes@gmail.com within two weeks of receipt.    Responses will be posted on the http://www.amalgamationyes.ca website. 

Candidate name:  MEAGEN BRAME

Candidate for:  COUNCILLOR

Municipality:  ESQUIMALT
1. Are you in favour of the principle of reducing the number of municipalities in the Capital Region through amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain.
I am willing to ask the question and I am willing, if the answer to our ballot question comes back with a yes, to look at the subject with an open mind. I will look at a business case that looks at both the economic and social aspects of amalgamation; the benefits and potential consequences.
2. Do you believe that residents should have the opportunity to state an opinion on the subject of amalgamation through a non-binding referendum question on the municipal ballot? Yes or no.  Please explain.
Yes – Esquimalt put two questions on the ballot, one for amalgamation and one for looking at service efficiencies. I am hoping for a good voter turnout so that we may get a good picture of what our residents want.
3. If elected in your municipality, would you support the initiation of studies to determine the feasibility, costs and possible benefits of amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain.
If the answer to our question on the ballot is yes –I would heed the will of the people look at a study – I would however want it from a nonpartisan, objective source. Would also love to see the funding for it come from a higher level of government but the money would need to come with no strings.
4. One suggested model for restructuring the region consists of three municipalities:

· Peninsula (Sidney, North Saanich, Central Saanich)  

· Core (Victoria, Saanich, Oak Bay, Esquimalt, View Royal) 

· Westshore (Colwood, Langford, Metchosin, Highlands, Sooke).   

In your view, does this proposed structure have merit?  Yes or no.  Do you propose a different model?  Please explain.
Again, if the vote comes back with strong support to look at amalgamation these are one set of options, the other one with some merit is to look at water locations – Esquimalt Harbour communities could be one municipality.  I think the study, if warranted, should look at a variety of options. For me it is more about the voting structure and governance than the municipality breakdown.
5. Do you agree that the merging of critical services such as policing, fire fighting and 9-1-1 emergency response would provide more effective and efficient public safety for the residents of Greater Victoria?  Yes or no.  Please explain.
This falls under question two on our ballot.  If our residents communicate to us through the vote that they want to look at greater efficiencies than that is an area that could be explored.
6. In your view, what are the biggest obstacles to restructuring the 13 municipalities into fewer governance units?  
Esquimalt residents have a bad taste in their mouth because of the CRD and the Sewage Treatment site.  They worry that any amalgamation would look like the CRD and Esquimalt would be the dumping ground for everything.  At first, the policing amalgamation was also not conducive to amalgamation but with perseverance and hard work, I am hoping that that is now showing a more positive approach to service efficiencies.
7. Do you believe that the Capital Region District Board has been effective in dealing with regional service issues, such as waste water treatment (sewage), composting kitchen waste, regional growth, transportation and transit planning, etc.  Yes or no.  Please explain.
NO – for all the reasons previously stated and looking at the back and forth on kitchen waste and our struggling transportation issues and the  fact that Esquimalt and Oak Bay SHARE a spot on the transit commission – do we really have the same transportation needs???
8. What would you do to improve regional governance in Greater Victoria?
The voting structure needs to be more equitable.  Two municipalities should not be able to ban together to shut down the other smaller municipalities.
