2014 Election Questionnaire

Capital Region Municipal Amalgamation Society (Amalgamation Yes)
http://www.amalgamationyes.ca
TO EACH CANDIDATE  STANDING FOR ELECTION TO PUBLIC OFFICE IN ONE OF THE 13 MUNICIPALITIES OF THE CAPITAL REGION DISTRICT  IN NOVEMBER, 2014.  Please complete and return to amalgamateyes@gmail.com by November 2, 2014    Responses will be posted on the http://www.amalgamationyes.ca website. 

Candidate name:  MARK MCINNIS

Candidate for:  COUNCILLOR

Municipality:  LANGFORD
1. Are you in favour of the principle of reducing the number of municipalities in the Capital Region through amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain.
I am in favour of reducing only if studies show that costs can be streamlined, services can be optimized, and ultimately, that engagement can be enhanced if amalgamation were to happen. It seems to me there is a hundred ways to do it wrong and about twelve ways to do it right. We can learn from other jurisdictions on what works and what does not.
2. Do you believe that residents should have the opportunity to state an opinion on the subject of amalgamation through a non-binding referendum question on the municipal ballot? Yes or no.  Please explain.
Absolutely. Citizens should have an input. Whose democracy is it, anyway?
3. If elected in your municipality, would you support the initiation of studies to determine the feasibility, costs and possible benefits of amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain.
There are apparently provincial funds to carry out this study. I would support initiating this
4. One suggested model for restructuring the region consists of three municipalities:

· Peninsula (Sidney, North Saanich, Central Saanich)  

· Core (Victoria, Saanich, Oak Bay, Esquimalt, View Royal) 

· Westshore (Colwood, Langford, Metchosin, Highlands, Sooke).   

In your view, does this proposed structure have merit?  Yes or no.  Do you propose a different model?  Please explain.
Yes this model does have merit, as it makes most geographical/population/development sense.
5. Do you agree that the merging of critical services such as policing, fire fighting and 9-1-1 emergency response would provide more effective and efficient public safety for the residents of Greater Victoria?  Yes or no.  Please explain.
As studies show the crucial timing of services being streamlined as important, then even if amalgamation were not to happen it would still benefit to merge critical services. Of course, the costs of merging, things ranging from the letterhead, to the text on the sides of police vehicles, to the same computer systems, can be daunting up-front costs, but worthy to consider if we can save money and lives in the long run.

6. In your view, what are the biggest obstacles to restructuring the 13 municipalities into fewer governance units?  
Simply, cost, effectiveness and engagement. It would benefit to ensure that merging governments have positive effects for democracy, and not just the bureaucratic costs. This is to ensure our system of governance truly can thrive in the 21st century, but as of right now it stagnates with low-turnout and confidence in the system.The other biggest obstacle is the fiefdomship that arises in several jurisdictions who refuse to concede any ground or power, politically. 
7. Do you believe that the Capital Region District Board has been effective in dealing with regional service issues, such as waste water treatment (sewage), composting kitchen waste, regional growth, transportation and transit planning, etc.  Yes or no.  Please explain.
The lack of coordination and results indicates a lack of effectiveness.
8. What would you do to improve regional governance in Greater Victoria?
Engagement is key. When nearly 80% of people do not show up to polls, or participate in their system of governance, we are failing at a very basic level. We need people to see the value and raise their kids to understand both the value and the very real limitations of government to provide a groundwork of expertise and opinion that will help shape the growth of our region, let alone individual municipalities in the next fifty years.
