2014 Election Questionnaire

Capital Region Municipal Amalgamation Society (Amalgamation Yes)
http://www.amalgamationyes.ca
TO EACH CANDIDATE  STANDING FOR ELECTION TO PUBLIC OFFICE IN ONE OF THE 13 MUNICIPALITIES OF THE CAPITAL REGION DISTRICT  IN NOVEMBER, 2014.  Please complete and return to amalgamateyes@gmail.com within two weeks of receipt.    Responses will be posted on the http://www.amalgamationyes.ca website. 

Candidate name:  Justin Stephenson
Candidate for:  Councillor and CRD Director
Municipality:  Victoria 
1. Are you in favour of the principle of reducing the number of municipalities in the Capital Region through amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain.
Yes. Dependent upon a long term sustainable vision for what amalgamation means being developed and a majority of people (>75%) voting in favour of the plan.
2. Do you believe that residents should have the opportunity to state an opinion on the subject of amalgamation through a non-binding referendum question on the municipal ballot? Yes or no.  Please explain.
Yes. Simple democratic principles. Why would 12 Mayors deny their citizens this opportunity?
3. If elected in your municipality, would you support the initiation of studies to determine the feasibility, costs and possible benefits of amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain.
Yes, provided a majority of voters in Victoria support the idea on Election Day, November 15th, 2014
4. One suggested model for restructuring the region consists of three municipalities:

· Peninsula (Sidney, North Saanich, Central Saanich)  

· Core (Victoria, Saanich, Oak Bay, Esquimalt, View Royal) 

· Westshore (Colwood, Langford, Metchosin, Highlands, Sooke).   

In your view, does this proposed structure have merit?  Yes or no.  Do you propose a different model?  Please explain.
No. Five municipalities make more sense to support the basic rural/urban nature of each community and makes the most sense in terms of future joint infrastructure replacement (similar age; common interests of transportation needs; local economic development): Peninsula (Sidney, North Saanich, Central Saanich); Core (Victoria, Saanich, Oak Bay, Esquimalt, View Royal); Westshore (Colwood, Langford, Highlands);  Metchosin;  Sooke.

5. Do you agree that the merging of critical services such as policing, fire fighting and 9-1-1 emergency response would provide more effective and efficient public safety for the residents of Greater Victoria?  Yes or no.  Please explain.
Yes. One  911 emergency response system for the new Metro Victoria (whole region); one police and one fire department for each of the five municipalities.
6. In your view, what are the biggest obstacles to restructuring the 13 municipalities into fewer governance units?  
Lack of a united vision provided by anyone for what the long term sustainable benefits of amalgamation would be; and vested personal interests of incumbent local mayors and executive municipal staff who may continue to resist this change.
7. Do you believe that the Capital Region District Board has been effective in dealing with regional service issues, such as waste water treatment (sewage), composting kitchen waste, regional growth, transportation and transit planning, etc.  Yes or no.  Please explain.
No. The CRD Board blew it when they lost the "social licence" to move forward with their sewage treatment plan after not engaging effectively with the citizens of the Region. All the other issues are a hodge podge of challenging problems made more difficult by the diversity of interests and lack of a unified vision for and leadership of the Region. Regional growth is not something that is under the mandate of the CRD (or any level of Government) but rather of market forces driven by the private sector.Lack of a united vision provided by anyone for what the long term sustainable benefits of amalgamation would be; and vested personal interests of incumbent local mayors and executive municipal staff who may continue to resist this change.
8. What would you do to improve regional governance in Greater Victoria?
Listen to the people who live in the Region. Work closely with my counterparts in municipal government as well as the Provincial government to develop a vision for a more efficient, unified Region which is a cleaner, safer and wonderful place to live and work; where new employment opportunities exist for young families as well as older people who want to continue working. This may include reducing the number of municipalities from 13 to 5 subject to the conditions in number 3, 4 and 5 above.
