2014 Election Questionnaire

Capital Region Amalgamation Society (Amalgamation Yes)
http://www.amalgamationyes.ca
TO EACH CANDIDATE STANDING FOR ELECTION TO PUBLIC OFFICE IN ONE OF THE 13 MUNICIPALITIES OF THE CAPITAL REGION DISTRICT IN NOVEMBER, 2014.  Please complete and return to amalgamateyes@gmail.com within two weeks of receipt.    Responses will be posted on the http://www.amalgamationyes.ca website. 

Candidate name:  John Rogers

Candidate for:  Councillor

Municipality:  Town of View Royal

1. Are you in favour of the principle of reducing the number of municipalities in the Capital Region through amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain.

Yes, In my years of municipal politics, I have seen many instances of duplication, inconsistencies, inefficiencies and conflicts due to 13 municipalities and a regional district all trying to serve a region of just 350,000 residents. For instance, critical regional infrastructure renewal, such as bridges are not equitably shared – each municipality is on its own hook.  

2. Do you believe that residents should have the opportunity to state an opinion on the subject of amalgamation through a non-binding referendum question on the municipal ballot? Yes or no.  Please explain.

Yes. I feel it is important for everyone to understand the factual pros/cons and implications for each muncipality. Residents can then decide what option is the most appropriate for their community and the region as a whole, including the status quo. The key factor, however, is that the same standardized question should have appeared on all municipal ballots to reduce ambiguity and confusion.  
3. If elected in your municipality, would you support the initiation of studies to determine the feasibility, costs and possible benefits of amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain.

Yes, provided that municipalities have involvement in the terms of reference and the costs of these studies are fairly distributed amongst the municipalities, 

4. One suggested model for restructuring the region consists of three municipalities:

· Peninsula (Sidney, North Saanich, Central Saanich)  

· Core (Victoria, Saanich, Oak Bay, Esquimalt, View Royal) 

· Westshore (Colwood, Langford, Metchosin, Highlands, Sooke).   

In your view, does this proposed structure have merit?  Yes or no.  Do you propose a different model?  Please explain.

No, it is too early to say.  None of us have the comprehensive analysis to determine which has most merit at this time.  Once the study is done, it would be up to the residents to decide which would be the best for their muncipality.  Such speculation at this time may have adversely affect voter decision making during the referendum process.     

5. Do you agree that the merging of critical services such as policing, fire fighting and 9-1-1 emergency response would provide more effective and efficient public safety for the residents of Greater Victoria?  Yes or no.  Please explain.

Yes, probably for police and 9-1-1.  The fire department merger, however, needs more analysis because the costs of losing volunteer / composite fire service would likely increase municipal and regional costs. Again, I would expect an independent assessment detailing what is the most effective and efficient for residents. 

6. In your view, what are the biggest obstacles to restructuring the 13 municipalities into fewer governance units?  

There are a number of obstacles, How do we dissolve municipal halls with union/legal obligations for seniority and/or wage compensation?  How do we merge conflicting official community plans / municipal bylaws/procedures?  How do we continue to preserve community ambiance, equitable political representation, and broad economic development?  Do we still keep a regional sustainability strategy that protects green space, sensitive ecosystems, rural communities, and our limited supply of farmland? 

7. Do you believe that the Capital Region District Board has been effective in dealing with regional service issues, such as waste water treatment (sewage), composting kitchen waste, regional growth, transportation and transit planning, etc.  Yes or no.  Please explain.

The region has effectively managed services such as water supply, the arts, regional housing, parks, and garbage disposal.  I believe the regional sustainability strategy is striving to address the challenges of regional growth such as food security, transportation planning, etc. The contentious issues of waste water and kitchen waste composing are hotly debated with obvious difficulties but these must still be planned and implemented in a regional context.    

8. What would you do to improve regional governance in Greater Victoria?

Give greater authority to the CRD, with directors who are elected to represent the region as a whole. Currently the directors must be accountable to their residents first, which has aspects of municipal protectionism and self interests, rather that what is in the best interests of the region as a whole.      

