2014 Election Questionnaire

Capital Region Municipal Amalgamation Society (Amalgamation Yes)
http://www.amalgamationyes.ca
TO EACH CANDIDATE  STANDING FOR ELECTION TO PUBLIC OFFICE IN ONE OF THE 13 MUNICIPALITIES OF THE CAPITAL REGION DISTRICT  IN NOVEMBER, 2014.  Please complete and return to amalgamateyes@gmail.com within two weeks of receipt.    Responses will be posted on the http://www.amalgamationyes.ca website. 

Candidate name: Brenda O'Connor
Candidate for:  councillor
Municipality:  Esquimalt
1. Are you in favour of the principle of reducing the number of municipalities in the Capital Region through amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain.
NO - I am in favor of sharing of some services and better communication of emergency services but not full amalgamation.  I am concerned about Esquimalt losing its voice and individual character if a full amalgamation occurred.   We may end up paying more for less service. If the Esquimalt community is in favor of amalgamation, as their representative, I would support it.
2. Do you believe that residents should have the opportunity to state an opinion on the subject of amalgamation through a non-binding referendum question on the municipal ballot? Yes or no.  Please explain.
YES - Esquimalt is offering this and I believe it is a great idea and a good way to get some feedback on what our communities truly think about amalgamation.
3. If elected in your municipality, would you support the initiation of studies to determine the feasibility, costs and possible benefits of amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain.
YES - If the community expresses an interest in amalgamation studies should be done.
4. One suggested model for restructuring the region consists of three municipalities:

· Peninsula (Sidney, North Saanich, Central Saanich)  

· Core (Victoria, Saanich, Oak Bay, Esquimalt, View Royal) 

· Westshore (Colwood, Langford, Metchosin, Highlands, Sooke).   

In your view, does this proposed structure have merit?  Yes or no.  Do you propose a different model?  Please explain.


NO- For Esquimalt to join with Victoria and Saanich would give us a tiny voice based on population.  If amalgamation occurs we would likely be better aligned with Vic West (part of Victoria), View Royal and Colwood (possibly Langford and the highland too).
5. Do you agree that the merging of critical services such as policing, fire fighting and 9-1-1 emergency response would provide more effective and efficient public safety for the residents of Greater Victoria?  Yes or no.  Please explain.
YES - Esquimalt is already joined with Victoria.  This would have been a much better merge if more local areas had joined (Saanich, Oak Bay, View Royal...)
6. In your view, what are the biggest obstacles to restructuring the 13 municipalities into fewer governance units?  
Equity and perceived equity are the biggest obstacles to restructuring the 13 municipalities.  No one wants to give up what they have or loose control. With amalgamation there would be changes and a loss or dilution of individual community characteristics.  I am not convinced the advantages of amalgamation outweigh the disadvantages.
7. Do you believe that the Capital Region District Board has been effective in dealing with regional service issues, such as waste water treatment (sewage), composting kitchen waste, regional growth, transportation and transit planning, etc.  Yes or no.  Please explain.
NO - I believe the sewage treatment process has been less transparent than it should have been.  There is a lot of understandable distrust from Esquimalt residents towards the CRD.
8. What would you do to improve regional governance in Greater Victoria?
Open communication and fair representation are very important.  By open communication I mean transparent, publically accessible discussions, open houses, internet surveys and other forums that allow for a range of opinions and solutions and allow interested parties to understand the process and what to expect.
