2014 Election Questionnaire

Capital Region Municipal Amalgamation Society (Amalgamation Yes)
http://www.amalgamationyes.ca
TO EACH CANDIDATE  STANDING FOR ELECTION TO PUBLIC OFFICE IN ONE OF THE 13 MUNICIPALITIES OF THE CAPITAL REGION DISTRICT  IN NOVEMBER, 2014.  Please complete and return to amalgamateyes@gmail.com within two weeks of receipt.    Responses will be posted on the http://www.amalgamationyes.ca website. 

Candidate name:  BEN ISITT

Candidate for:  (mayor or councillor) COUNCILLOR
Municipality:  VICTORIA

1. Are you in favour of the principle of reducing the number of municipalities in the Capital Region through amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain.

No. I support amalgamation of services, such as policing, but I do not favour abolishing the responsibility of existing local councils over matters such as land use which have a huge impact on the development of neighbourhoods.
2. Do you believe that residents should have the opportunity to state an opinion on the subject of amalgamation through a non-binding referendum question on the municipal ballot? Yes or no.  Please explain.

Yes, provided a question is developed with adequate analysis by citizens and local government. In the case of the City of Victoria, a majority of council members chose to adopt the motion put forward by a pro-amalgamation advocacy group. I felt this was not the best process if the goal was to put forward a non-biased question to voters.

Based on feedback received from the public, I also feel there are higher priorities to address through referendum questions, including fair taxation, support for active transportation, and municipal responses to homelessness and addictions.
3. If elected in your municipality, would you support the initiation of studies to determine the feasibility, costs and possible benefits of amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain.

No. I believe there are higher priorities for our community to address.

4. One suggested model for restructuring the region consists of three municipalities:

· Peninsula (Sidney, North Saanich, Central Saanich)  

· Core (Victoria, Saanich, Oak Bay, Esquimalt, View Royal) 

· Westshore (Colwood, Langford, Metchosin, Highlands, Sooke).   

In your view, does this proposed structure have merit?  Yes or no.  Do you propose a different model?  Please explain.

No. This model would abolish local governments with responsibility over land use and diminish opportunities for meaningful citizen input in changes affecting their neighbourhood and community.

5. Do you agree that the merging of critical services such as policing, fire fighting and 9-1-1 emergency response would provide more effective and efficient public safety for the residents of Greater Victoria?  Yes or no.  Please explain.

Yes. I believe a regional police service is long overdue in Greater Victoria, with an area of operations extending from the Malahat to the core to the top of the Saanich Peninsula. The costs of policing concentrate in core areas such as Victoria and Esquimalt, while much of the wealth in Victoria resides in outlying areas such as Oak Bay and North Saanich. Amalgamation of police services would provide a formula for fairer taxation, with property tax from throughout the region flowing to ensure community safety and address social issues in the core.

6. In your view, what are the biggest obstacles to restructuring the 13 municipalities into fewer governance units?  

Opposition by citizens who value the unique characteristics of their municipalities and the opportunities provided to shape the neighbourhood and community in which they live.
7. Do you believe that the Capital Region District Board has been effective in dealing with regional service issues, such as waste water treatment (sewage), composting kitchen waste, regional growth, transportation and transit planning, etc.  Yes or no.  Please explain.
That is a leading question, cherry picking the most controversial policies facing the Capital Regional District Board in recent years, while ignoring the important achievements of our regional model of government since its formation in the 1960s -- a water supply system that is the envy of most jurisdictions on the North American continent, with 99% of watershed lands under public ownership and updated, modern conveyance and treatment infrastructure; and a regional parks system that has protected thousands of hectares of rare and beautiful natural areas in 30 regional parks from Jordan River to the core municipalities to the Gulf Islands. There are more than 200 additional amalgamated services delivered by the CRD, including recreation services on the Saanich Peninsula and Sooke/Juan de Fuca Electoral Area, arts and cultural grants, affordable non-market housing in the Capital Region Housing Corporation, and the new Aboriginal Initiatives portfolio aimed at establishing a new relationship with First Nations in the region.

A stronger regional district government with a more democratic governance model would have greater capacity to deliver cost-effective regional services including water-water treatment infrastructure and in-region kitchen-scraps processing.

8. What would you do to improve regional governance in Greater Victoria?

Amalgamate policing, shifting costs from individual municipalities to a regional police force (accounting for 1/3rd of tax dollars in the City of Victoria alone);

Lobby for changes to the Local Government Act to provide for the direct election of Directors to the Capital Regional District Board, formalizing the system of non-binding director votes currently in place in the District of Saanich and City of Victoria;

Lobby the Provincial government to create a Regional Transportation Authority, to oversee transit operations and active transportation planning, with financial and political accountability residing in the reformed CRD Board;

Strengthen the regional growth strategy to prevent any further urban sprawl into farmland and forests, supporting municipalities in building housing within existing brownfield areas within their borders and in the core of the region where density, housing and development are most appropriately located;

Implement additional amalgamated services where supported by residents.
