2014 Election Questionnaire

Capital Region Municipal Amalgamation Society (Amalgamation Yes)
http://www.amalgamationyes.ca
TO EACH CANDIDATE  STANDING FOR ELECTION TO PUBLIC OFFICE IN ONE OF THE 13 MUNICIPALITIES OF THE CAPITAL REGION DISTRICT  IN NOVEMBER, 2014.  Please complete and return to amalgamateyes@gmail.com within two weeks of receipt.    Responses will be posted on the http://www.amalgamationyes.ca website. 

Candidate name:  ALICIA CORMIER

Candidate for:  COUNCILLOR

Municipality:  CENTRAL SAANICH
1. Are you in favour of the principle of reducing the number of municipalities in the Capital Region through amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain.
I opposed the motion to include an amalgamation question on the ballot in Central Saanich on November 15th because I believe there is a more efficient and productive approach that could be taken immediately. For example, opportunities for integration of specific services could be identified at our regular Tri-Municpal meetings.  There are already examples of shared services on the Peninsula that are serving us well, such as Panorama Recreation and the Waste Treatment Plant and I believe there are other municipal services we could examine, such as administrative functions.  Extensive research is already available about the benefits of sharing best practices and integrating services to achieve better use of limited resources, without reducing or compromising democratic representation and control of land use planning in our municipality.
2. Do you believe that residents should have the opportunity to state an opinion on the subject of amalgamation through a non-binding referendum question on the municipal ballot? Yes or no.  Please explain.
Yes, a referendum question is a way to gauge public input, and the timing of such would be best done after conducting a balanced examination of the research available on the matter and a robust public engagement process
3. If elected in your municipality, would you support the initiation of studies to determine the feasibility, costs and possible benefits of amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain.
All I have read suggests amalgamation costs the tax payers more, results in centralizes services that aren't as flexible to local needs, reduces healthy competition between communities to be 'the place of choice' for business and residents, reduces democratic representation and access, and compromises local land use decisions.  I support further integration of services between municipalities and the CRD as a way to improve service delivery and reduce costs, without reducing access to local representation and decision making.
4. One suggested model for restructuring the region consists of three municipalities:

· Peninsula (Sidney, North Saanich, Central Saanich)  

· Core (Victoria, Saanich, Oak Bay, Esquimalt, View Royal) 

· Westshore (Colwood, Langford, Metchosin, Highlands, Sooke).   

In your view, does this proposed structure have merit?  Yes or no.  Do you propose a different model?  Please explain.


Please see answers 1 and 3 above.  I am in favour of service integration with any/all local governments and the CRD.
5. Do you agree that the merging of critical services such as policing, fire fighting and 9-1-1 emergency response would provide more effective and efficient public safety for the residents of Greater Victoria?  Yes or no.  Please explain.
Yes, I agree these all should be examined for benefits of improved service delivery, cost savings and efficiency improvements.
6. In your view, what are the biggest obstacles to restructuring the 13 municipalities into fewer governance units? 
I don't believe merging 13 municipalities is the solution to the difficulties at the CRD.  An audit of CRD performance on these regional service issues would be a worth while endeavour and likely would provide insight as to the problems and solutions available.
7. Do you believe that the Capital Region District Board has been effective in dealing with regional service issues, such as waste water treatment (sewage), composting kitchen waste, regional growth, transportation and transit planning, etc.  Yes or no.  Please explain.

8. What would you do to improve regional governance in Greater Victoria?
