2014 Election Questionnaire

Capital Region Amalgamation Society (Amalgamation Yes)
http://www.amalgamationyes.ca
TO EACH CANDIDATE  STANDING FOR ELECTION TO PUBLIC OFFICE IN ONE OF THE 13 MUNICIPALITIES OF THE CAPITAL REGION DISTRICT  IN NOVEMBER, 2014.  Please complete and return to amalgamateyes@gmail.com within two weeks of receipt.    Responses will be posted on the http://www.amalgamationyes.ca website. 

Candidate name:  Geoff Young

Candidate for:  Councillor

Municipality:  Victoria 

1. Are you in favour of the principle of reducing the number of municipalities in the Capital Region through amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain. 
Yes.  See answers to question 7 below.  Most of these issues would have been better addressed with fewer municipalities. 

2. Do you believe that residents should have the opportunity to state an opinion on the subject of amalgamation through a non-binding referendum question on the municipal ballot? Yes or no.  Please explain.
Yes - as most municipalities appear to be doing.
3. If elected in your municipality, would you support the initiation of studies to determine the feasibility, costs and possible benefits of amalgamation?  Yes or no.  Please explain.  
 Yes.
4. One suggested model for restructuring the region consists of three municipalities:

· Peninsula (Sidney, North Saanich, Central Saanich)  

· Core (Victoria, Saanich, Oak Bay, Esquimalt, View Royal) 

· Westshore (Colwood, Langford, Metchosin, Highlands, Sooke).   

In your view, does this proposed structure have merit?  Yes or no.  Do you propose a different model?  Please explain.  
Yes - I would be prepared to consider either a single Metro Victoria or several municipalities.
5. Do you agree that the merging of critical services such as policing, fire fighting and 9-1-1 emergency response would provide more effective and efficient public safety for the residents of Greater Victoria?  Yes or no.  Please explain. 
Emergency response dispatch would definitely improve under amalgamation.  Police services would improve because of greater expertise, ability to mobilize large numbers when required, and better allocation geographically and by time of day.  There is value to current volunteer fire departments where they still exist and we would want to consider retaining them where appropriate.
6. In your view, what are the biggest obstacles to restructuring the 13 municipalities into fewer governance units?    
Smaller government units offer greater responsiveness to local neighborhood issues.  Higher income areas are reluctant to pool their tax base with lower income areas that have greater social spending needs. Local councillors, mayors and senior officials have a personal interest in the continuation of their jobs. 

7. Do you believe that the Capital Region District Board has been effective in dealing with regional service issues, such as waste water treatment (sewage), composting kitchen waste, regional growth, transportation and transit planning, etc.  Yes or no.  Please explain.   
Sewage: no, but would have been highly effective if Province of BC had followed usual principles for resolving conflicts over zoning.  The individual municipal systems will be much more expensive.  Composting: CRD staff provided the Board (as requested) with a proposal to provide this service on a regional basis, but directors then decided that local municipalities should be allowed to contract individually for the service.  This proved to be a mistake for most of them.  Regional Growth; regional planning is weak, both because of the legislative base and because CRD directors give primacy to local planning objectives.  Probably only a single Metro Victoria or a much stronger regional board with directly elected directors would change this. 

8. What would you do to improve regional governance in Greater Victoria?   
We must either improve regional government by strengthening the CRD or move to fewer larger municipalities, or both. 
